8. Insurance Rates: It may be a fair assumption that the rate for insurance against theft for example, is an index of the effective administration of justice in a community; of the law abidingness of a community, at any rate.
If reliable data, apropos of these criteria, can be turned up in various communities and be set into juxtaposition for purposes of comparison we shall have taken a substantial step forward in the direction of stimulating and usable criminal statistics. When this shall have been accomplished, furthermore, we shall be in a position as criminologists, to estimate the situation in a given community in relation to that in other communities. It is obvious that, in view of the present state of criminal statistics in this country, neither absolute nor relative statements relating to most of the assumed criteria mentioned above can mean as much as we should like to have them mean.
We make no pretense to having accumulated and analyzed such a mass of data that we are enabled to apply the criteria above as measuring rods to the administration of criminal justice in Hartford, Bridgeport and New Haven. We have made but a limited survey, and we hope that something in it may be useful and that it may prove to be at least a point of departure for enterprises of a similar nature elsewhere.
Several distinguished citizens and officials of the State of Connecticut have contributed articles relating to criminal law and procedure and to the execution of penalties in the state. The American Institute of Criminal Law and Criminology is. under a heavy obligation to these contributors. Their articles are published here as a part of this report.
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